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CONFIDENTIAL ASMARA 0211 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, CASC, ET 

SUBJECT: MISSING TENNECO HELICOPTER 

REF: A. ASMARA 208 
B. ASMARA 210 

1. IN RECENT CONVERSATION WITH BURTCHAELL HE STATED THAT THE 
CAPTORS OF THE MISSING PARTY HAVE SENT TWO LETTERS OF DEMANDS. 
IN ONE LETTER WRITTEN IN AMHARIC, TIGRIGNA, ARABIC 
AND ENGLISH, THEY IDENTIFY THEMSELVES AS THE ELF. THEIR 
ONLY DEMAND AT THIS TIME IS THAT THERE BE NO RETALIATION 
AGAINST THEM OR THE VILLAGERS IN THE AREA. THESE LETTERS 
ARE DELIVERED TO VILLAGE OFFICIALS AND RELAYED TO ASMARA BY 
POLICE RADIO. A TEAM HEADED BY KEGN. ARAIA SEIUM, DEPUTY 
GOVERNOR OF MASSAWA, AND COMPOSED OF VILLAGE ELDERS, IS 
PRESENTLY NEGOTIATING WITH THE ELF ON BEHALF OF 
TENNECO. BURTCHAELL STATES THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN 
COOPERATIVE IN THE NEGOTIATIONS AND HAS SAID THAT THEY WILL NOT 
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HOSTAGES FREED WILL PROBABLY COMPLICATE MATTERS IF 
AMERICAN CITIZENS ARE CAPTURED AT SOME FUTURE DATE. 

2. BURTCHAELL STATES THAT AT THIS TIME TENNECO ETHIOPIA 
PLANS TO CONTINUE ITS EXPLORATION FOR COPPER IN ERITREA. 
COMMENT: THE CAPTIVE PARTY IS LIKELY RECEIVING FIRM 
INSTRUCTIONS ON WHAT IS EXPECTED OF TENNECO IN ERITREA. 

3. BURTCHAELL HAS REQUESTED THAT NAMES OF CAPTIVE 
PARTY GIVEN IN REF (B) NOT RPT NOT BE RELEASED TO THE PRESS. 

HE ALSO DISCOUNTS BBC REPORT OF $1 MILLION RANSOM REQUESTED. 
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